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desert-girdled settlement of German savages as sacred as
Jerusalem.

Therefore it is that St. Paul, writing to Philemon,
exhorts him to receive back Onesimus 'no longer as a
servant, but as a brother beloved.' It may, however,
surprise us that he does not exhort Philemon to eman-
cipate him. But this does not seem to occur to the
apostle; and it has been made matter of complaint against
the Christian Church, that, though it announced prin-
ciples fundamentally irreconcilable with slavery, it never
pronounced the institution itself unlawful. Nor can it
be denied that, instead of telling the slave that he was
wronged, and exhorting him in the name of human
nature, degraded in his person, to take the first oppor-
tunity of shaking off the yoke, the first Christian teachers
exhorted him to obedience, and declared it particularly
meritorious to be submissive to a cruel and unreasonable
master, while, on the other hand, they exhorted the
masters not to set their slaves free, but simply to treat
them well.

The explanation of this is, that under the name of
slavery two essentially different institutions were con-
founded, only one of which was irreconcilable with
Christian principle. Slavery may mean the degradation
of a person into a thing, the condition of a man who has
no claims upon his fellow-men. This is essentially mon-
strous, and has always been condemned by Christianity.
But it may mean merely a condition of dependence,
differing from that of a free servant only in its being
compulsory, and in the rights of the master being trans-
ferable by purchase. The latter kind of slavery does not
depend ,upon the theory of ethnic morality; it does not